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Introduction

Over the course of March and April of 2018, CAPS staff lead a public outreach process designed to inform the Missoula Area 
Mapping Project, an effort to update Missoula County’s land use map in the area around the city of Missoula. The outreach 
effort was designed to focus on the values of the people who live, work, or recreate within the planning area.  Over the 
course of the outreach effort, over 300 people participated in a public workshop, posted a comment on the online interactive 
mapping tool, or attended a presentation on the project.  

This report summarizes public input into themes that set the foundation for the updating the land use map and provides 
recommendations for the next step in the planning process. Individual reports summarizing the workshop and the online 
interactive mapping tool (Social Pinpoint) can be found at www.MissoulaAreaMapping.com

Themes from Round One Outreach

Planning Area Themes

The following are general topics round one participants identified that are not tied to specific locations, but should be 
generally considered during the land use map update for the entire planning area:

• Housing - Additional housing is needed throughout the planning area, specifically housing that is affordable at a 
range of different income levels. In a land use map, this translates to supply of a range of housing types. 

• Capitalize on existing infrastructure - Focus development toward areas with existing infrastructure, or those areas with 
potential to expand/improve necessary infrastructure to accommodate increased density and a mix of uses.

• Agriculture - Establish an agricultural-specific land use designation.

• Open Space - Protect open space for wildlife habitat, recreation and agriculture. 

• Multi-modal transportation - Tie land use to multi-modal transportation options including road enchantments, bus 
service, and pedestrian and bike facilities. 

• Water Quality - Protect surface water and groundwater. 

Housing Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by round one participants for housing: 

• West Riverside

• Highway 200 in East Missoula

• Scott Street area

• West of Flynn Lane

• North of I-90 and east of Butler Creek

• Butler Creek Road south of I-90

• The Wye

• South of the Airport

• West of Reserve Street between 3rd Ave and South Ave. 

• Target Range

• Lower Miller Creek



Missoula County Community and Planning Services

Missoula Area Mapping Project
Looking Forward, Growing Together

Commercial Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by round one participants for commercial land uses:

• Neighborhood node in Milltown

• Neighborhood node in West Riverside near Town Pump

• Highway 200 in East Missoula

• West of Flynn Lane

• Between Broadway and I-90 north of the airport

• The Wye

• Neighborhood nodes along Mullan

• Node at Blue Mountain and US 93 South

Industrial Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by round one participants for industrial land uses: 

• Bonner Mill site

• West Riverside log yard

• Live/Make neighborhood in East Missoula

• Missoula County Industrial Park

• West of Flynn Lane

• The Wye

Open Space Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by round one participants for open space:

• Milltown State Park

• North Hills

• Mount Dean Stone

• Access points to National Forest Lands

Agriculture Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by round one participants for agricultural land uses: 

• Butler Creek north of I-90

• Clark Fork river bottom, north of Grass Valley

• Grass Valley

• Target Range

Infrastructure Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by round one participants that need infrastructure expansion or improvements: 

• Better bike/pedestrian facilities in Bonner area

• Bike/pedestrian underpass between Missoula and East Missoula

• Road improvements to Mullan Road

• Better bike/pedestrian facilities in Target Range

• Road improvements in Target Range
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Constraints Theme

The following are geographic areas identified by workshop and online participants that constrain development:  

• Lack of public sewer in Bonner area limits potential

• Railroad underpass in East Missoula

• Capacity of intersections on Reserve Street

• No public water or sewer in Target Range

• Capacity of Miller Creek Road

• Hillsides, mountains, rivers, wetlands and other natural features

Next Steps

Round Two of public outreach is scheduled to start the second week of June. The outreach will include four open houses, one 
workshop, and an online interactive mapping tool. 

• Outreach Round Two Goals:

1. Re-engage community members by confirming the feedback from round one outreach 

2. Begin engaging community members on general concepts for the land use map

Open Houses

A series of four open house meetings will be held. The meeting format is informal, there is no presentation, participants come 
and go as they please, allowing for maximum flexibility and one on one conversations with planners.  The open houses will be 
organized around three main stations. The first two stations will focus on what was said during outreach round one, inviting 
participants to comment by confirming or suggesting additions to what was said. The third station will engage community 
members on a preliminary concept map. The concept map contemplates how the themes in round one outreach translate 
onto a map when considering other factors such as infrastructure, planning documents, and community values. Comment on 
the concept map will provide the foundation for the development of a draft land use map. 

Workshop

During round one outreach, stakeholders requested a meeting be held in Frenchtown focusing on the former Smurfit Stone 
mill site and the area around the Wye. While Frenchtown is outside of the planning area, the mill site and the Wye have a 
direct impact on the Frenchtown community in terms of employment, school enrollment, and identity.  The workshop will be 
set up much like the open houses, but will include a short presentation and will be held during the West Valley Community 
Council Meeting.

Social Pinpoint

The interactive mapping tool will once again be in use. For this round of outreach, social pinpoint will be used to collect 
comments and ideas about the preliminary concept map. 
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