
Station Four: Implementation Strategies
Background - A land use map is policy that guides land use towards a desired future state. To achieve 
that future state, it must be implemented through a strategic set of actions. 

Instructions - Use green dots for things you agree with, red dots for things you disagree with, and sticky 
notes to leave comments.

Outcomes - We will use your feedback to gauge if we are interpreting what we heard in previous 

STATION FOUR: IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
Why Implementation?

The land use map and the corresponding land use designations describe desired future conditions. They 
are an aspiration that we strive to move toward, not away from. The desired future conditions described in 
the land use map and land use designations won’t happen without action. Implementation of the map will 
happen through a series of strategic steps over the next 20 years. Below is a description of recommended 
actions, the priority, and the timing when the county should initiate action. 

Code Updates
The land use map and land use designations are policy, not regulatory, 
but they set the policy foundation for regulations like zoning and 
subdivision. To implement the map and land use designations, codes 
must be updated. 

Update the Missoula County Zoning Regulations
Updating the zoning regulations will align the zoning code with the 
community’s vision and goals laid out in the land use map and land use 
designations. 
Priority - High
Timing - Immediate 

Update the Missoula County Subdivision Regulations
The land use designations describe the appropriate level of infrastructure 
necessary for a given place. The subdivision regulations are an important 
tool for setting infrastructure standards necessary in new development 
and should be updated to tie the infrastructure standards to the 
recommended level in the land use designations.
Priority - High
Timing - Immediate

Update the Missoula County Zoning Map
Once the zoning regulations are updates, Missoula County should pursue 
proactively updating the zoning map where appropriate. 
Priority - Medium
Timing - Initiate after updating the zoning regulations

Tell Us What You Think

Coordination
Missoula County and the City of Missoula will need to work together on 
land use and infrastrucutre planning along the edges of the city. The 
importance of coordination as an implementation strategy can not be 
overlooked. 

Joint Master Planning
The Community Mixed Use land use designation east of the airport 
represents a phenomenal opportunity for the county to work with the 
city, landowners and other stakeholders to plan the logical and productive 
transition of this area into a vibrant, livable, mixed-use neighborhood.
Priority - High
Timing - Immediate

Urban Growth Commission
The City of Missoula and Missoula County jointly participate in the Urban 
Growth Commission (UGC), an entity composed of city and county 
elected officials and staff. The UGC provides an opportunity for the two 
jurisdictions to discuss land use planning topics on the city’s fringe. 
Priority - Low
Timing - Ongoing

Memorandum of Understanding
A non-binding Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
city and county that lists out the shared interests of the two jurisdictions 
would help document the expectations and roles the jurisdictions have 
in managing the growth of the community. The details of the MOU 
could help guide a shared planning direction, while allowing the two 
jurisdictions to pursue their individual goals and objectives. 
Priority - Low 
Timing - Near Term

Tell Us What You Think

Infrastructure
The composition of our built environment is directly related to the level 
of infrastructure that serves it. Therefore, guiding where infrastructure 
goes, and at what level, is an important strategy to implementing the 
land use map. 

Create a New Framework that Facilitates Growth and 
Investment 
The county will have to take a proactive role in ensuring that the 
infrastructure necessary for development, specifically sewer and water, 
is available to the areas where growth is planned over the longer term. 
Priority - High
Timing - Long-term

Grant Funding
Grant funding can be used for large projects like building a connected 
street grid, or for smaller projects directed toward lower-income residents. 
Grants should be used to implement this land use map. 
Priority - High
Timing - Ongoing

Align County Expenditures with Planning for Future Growth 
Missoula County invests in the community through expenditures on 
infrastructure, park funding, trail development, open land preservation 
and more. This map should help strategically prioritize these investments 
to help improve the quality of life of existing and future residents. 
Priority - High
Timing - Ongoing

Pursue Creation of Districts that Allow Use of Tax Increment 
Financing Tools to Maximize Industrial Areas
Tax increment financing (TIF) districts should continue to be used to fund 
infrastructure necessary to get lands industrial lands shovel-ready. 
Priority - Medium
Timing - Near Term

Tell Us What You Think


